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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kristensson (US 4,004,836) in view of Sirjoo (US 2005/0023875 A1). 

Kristensson discloses a seat comprising a seat portion and a back rest portion, hinged 
to one another about an axis of rotation, said hinging being achieved in the form of a 
pair of means located on either side of the seat about a plane of symmetry passing 
through the back rest and the seat portion (1 1 ), each of said means consisting of, on the 
one hand, a first element (10) forming a back rest rotation support, through which said 
axis of rotation passes and one end of which is integral with said backrest, and on the 
other hand, a second element (12), where in the said second element is a part which is 
separate from the seat portion, integral with said first element via said axis of rotation 
which passes through said second element near one of its ends, and a first 
extendable/retractable member being fastened on the one hand, to the end of said first 
element opposite the end which is integral with the back rest and on the other hand, to 
the end of said second element which is opposite the axis of rotation (17). Kristensson 
does not disclose the second element mounted so as to be able to slide on a part 
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integral with tlie seat portion and immobilizable in a desired position with respect to this 
same part. However, Sirjoo discloses a slide (12) that can position the seat to an 
immobilizable position with the position stops (36). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Kristensson's 
invention to include a slide as taught by Sirjoo. The motivation would be to adjust the 
depth of the seat back. 

Regarding claims 12 and 13, Kristensson discloses the extendable/retractable 
member being a gas spring (Column 2, line 23) and the point of fastening and first 
extendable/retractable member to the back rest rotation support is adjustable along the 
support (19). 

Regarding claim 14, the combination of Kristensson and Sirjoo discloses a 
seating portion sliding support comprising a stop limiting the pivoting of the back rest 
with respect to the seat portion (36, Sirjoo). 

3. Claims 15, 16, 19, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kristensson (US 4,004,836) and Sirjoo (US 2005/0023875 A1) as 
applied to claim 11 above, and further in view of Brotherston (US 5,868,461). 

Kristensson discloses the chair as set forth above, but does not disclose a seat portion 
support, wherein the seat portion support has a point of fastening for one of the ends of 
a second extendable/retractable member whose other end is fastened to the seat 
portion. However, Brotherston discloses a reclining chair that has a seat support (16a,b, 
Fig. 2) with an extendable/retractable member (52a,b, Fig.2) that is connected to the 
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seat portion (14, Fig.2). Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention to modify Kristensson's invention to include a second seat 
portion support member to as taught by Brotherston. The motivation for doing so would 
be to allow and restrict movement of the seat relative to a seating support. 

Regarding claim 16, the combination of Kristensson and Brotherston disclose 
first and second extendable/retractable members that function independently of one 
another. 

Regarding claims 19 and 21, Brotherston discloses extendable/retractable 
members by using "electrically powered mechanisms" (Column 1 , lines 45-52). 
4. Claims 17, 18, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kristensson (US 4,004,836), Sirjoo (US 2005/0023875 A1) and 
Brotherston (US 5,868,461) as applied to claim 11 above, and further in view of 
Marin-Martinod et al. (US 6,441,576 81). Kristonsson discloses the seat as set forth 
and Brotherston discloses a leg rest, but it does not have a point of fastening for one of 
the ends of the third extendable/retractable member to be on the seat portion. However, 
Marin-Martinod et al. discloses a seat with leg rest (20) that has an actuator (24) 
connected to the seat portion (Fig. 1). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Kristensson's invention to 
include a third extendable/retractable member connected to the seat portion as taught 
by Marin-Martinod et al. The motivation for doing so would be to allow and restrict the 
movement of the leg rest. 

Regarding claims 18 and 21, the combination of Kristensson, Sirjoo, Brotherston, 
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and Marin Martinod et al. discloses a seat portion support having a point of fastening for 
one of the ends of a second extendable/retractable member whose other end is 
fastened to said seat portion, the first and second extendable/retractable members 
functioning independently of one another; a leg rest, said leg rest having a point of 
fastening for one of the ends of a third extendable/retractable member whose other end 
is fastened to said seat portion, wherein the first, second and third 
extendable/retractable members function independently of one another. Also, 
Brotherston discloses extendable/retractable members by using "electrically powered 
mechanisms" (Column 1, lines 45-52). 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. Tseng (US 7,134,713 B1) discloses a chair mounting frame with 
a first and second member, pivotally connected and having a retractable/extendable 
member, with a slide. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeff Tang whose telephone number is (571) 270-5223. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. Allen Shriver can be reached on (571) 272-6698. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jeff Tang/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 4136 



/J. Allen Shriver/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4136 



